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MOAAME collaborates with Downtown
RPartnership tor 2025 CIAA Tournament

BY KEIVON PATTERSON
MOAAME and Downtown Partnership come together once again
to keep Baltimore clean during the 2025 CIAA Tournament.

The Mayor’s Office of African American Male Engagement
(MOAAME), Connect 2 Success Squeegee Collaborative
youth/young adults, staff, and mentors in collaboration with the
Downtown Partnership of Baltimore (DPOB), launched The CIAA
Cleaning Corps (CIAACC) for the fourth year to enhance the
cleanliness and maintenance of a designated area within the
Downtown Management Authority (DMA) during the period of
February 22 - March 1, 2025.

The Food Lion CIAA Tournament (formerly known as the
Colored Intercollegiate Athletic Association Tournament) is the
annual conference championship for the Central Intercollegiate

Athletic Association (CIAA), a college athletic conference

affiliated with the NCAA at the Division II level. It is known for
its historically Black member institutions.

The CIAA Tournament brings fans from all over the country to Baltimore, making
it imperative to maintain a clean downtown area. Thanks to these dedicated 32 youth actively engaged in
young individuals, that goal is achieved. the cleaning efforts. The youth
This initiative aimed to create a welcoming and well-maintained environment for wor:::t::::Lien::;;tts;::l:::ure
visitors attending the Food Lion Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association

. . . throughout the day:
(CIAA) Tournament while also benefiting local businesses, stakeholders, and 9:00 AM — 2:00 PM
investors. Also through this initiative, the youth gain valuable experience by 1'_ 00 PM 6: 00 PM
3:00PM -8:00 PM

working under a city office for a major event, attended multiple tournament
games sponsored by Downtown Partnership and Wells Fargo, and, most
importantly, their contribution in keeping Charm City clean.
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MOAAME NEWS -,

MOAAME Health & Wellness with  * 2 °
Coach Marcus Hatten ® .

Physical fitness and mental health are two essential components of a healthy and well-
balanced lifestyle. Marcus Hatten, aka Coach Moe, and a former NBA player, has established
his career on the foundation of these principles and is now demonstrating their significance

to the youth and young adults of Baltimore.

Through his program, Becoming Legendary, Hatten teaches individuals how to live a healthy
lifestyle, eat better, and incorporate physical fitness into their daily routines. Although his

program serves people of all ages, he devotes most of his time to mentoring inner-city youth.

In the past, MOAAME has collaborated with Coach Moe, inviting him to conduct a fitness
group during MOAAME's Summer Rites of Passage Leadership Institute. MOAAME chose to
integrate Becoming Legendary into the Connect 2 Success program because of the youth's

enthusiastic participation and the benefits they received from the training.

He currently conducts evening programming with MOAAME youth on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, during which he shares his knowledge of physical health and wellness and
instructs them on how to integrate these practices into their daily lives.

Hatten states, “In addition to fostering their mental and physical health, I am interested in
teaching the youth the importance of unity and the ability to encourage one another in a
positive manner. The overarching objective is to establish a more improved Baltimore.”

As MOAAME continues to assist inner-city youth in achieving success and excellence in life,
we are extremely thankful to individuals like Coach Moe, who not only speak about making a
difference but also, actively work to transform the lives of youth and young adults across
Charm City.




Collaborative Rudos:
MOAAME Youth clears snow Tor elderly.in
Baltimore

BY KEIVON PATTERSON

MOAAME collaborated with the Mayor's Office of Older Adult Affairs during
the snowfall in January. We are all aware that snowstorms can be
particularly challenging for our elderly neighbors, as they may find it difficult
to venture outside onto their front porches, let alone shovel snow from their
yards.

MOOAME's Credible Mentors and staff create teams of Connect 2 Success

participants that serve in shoveling snow and salting sidewalks. MOAAME

was able to clear snow from 48 residences in Baltimore City as a result of
this endeavor. The youth not only cleared driveways and walkways, but they
also acquired a profound understanding of empathy and community service.

The Connect to Success youth learned that the most meaningful way to give
back is often through basic acts of kindness that have a direct impact on the
lives of others, rather than through grand gestures. They gained a firsthand
understanding of the significance of compassion and the value of showing
up for their neighbors by physically assisting those who may otherwise be
unable to manage.

The project was completed by the youth, who expressed their satisfaction
with the opportunity to assist and contribute to their community. They
emerged from the experience with a sense of accomplishment, as well as a
deeper understanding of the genuine significance of community support and
the impact that they may have when they collaborate for a cause that
transcends their individual interests.

CONNECT 2 SUCCESS STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT

DJ is our Connect 2 Success
Student Spotlight

Year round youth worker
through MOAAME
First Semester Scholastic
Honor Roll
Student Athlete
JROTC
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